REPORT OF MR UTAM RAMCIIURN ON THE ATELIER DE SCENARISATION, CIRTEF. 


To the Human Resources Manager, 

Mr Sunil Jaunky. 

Dear Sir, 

Here is my report regarding the scripting workshop dispensed by the CIRTEF which I attended between the 
12 th and 16 th of May 2003. 

The workshop itself while productive, has been quite trying and intensive. Spanning over six days, it started at 
around 9.00 a.m and often ended near 7.00 p.m. If we are in a position to make any demands towards it, I 
believe a less intensive schedule could in future be more conducive for creativity. I hope this will be taken into 
account for future participants. 

The outcome of the workshop itself has been very positive. To my opinion, the script that I developed has been 
well received by Etienne Derue and Claude Grenier, who followed the development of the 4 scripts including 


my own. 


The workshop has also been enriching in that I have been better acquainted with the techniques of script 
development . Certainly, the approach of the CIRTEF to documentary points towards areas of development 
within our own system. It is, to my opinion , very beneficial to allow some projects to develop from script to 
screen over a longer period of time than the rush in which some of our own programmes are produced. This 
development time is what differentiates between documentaries and reportages. 

As it is, the workshop I attended in Benin will now be made into the documentary « La couleur a travers les 
barreaux ». The original idea which I presented to the CIRTEF has been substantially revised and reworked. If 
all the conditions are willing, a good product will emerge out of the script, although filming in a prison will be a 
bit of a challenge. 

The one point of complaint that I would like to stress on is the flight to and from Cotonou as booked by the 
CIRTEF. The flight schedule is an extremely tiring one: MAURITIUS-JOHANNESBURG-LIBREVILLE- 
COTONOU and COTONOU -LIBREVILLE -JOHANNESBURG-MAURITIUS for the return flight. The 
connecting flights booked by the CIRTEF on African airlines are not very reliable. As a matter of fact, upon my 
return, a flight from Libreville to Johannesburg was cancelled causing me to miss my return flight from South 
Africa to Mauritius. I had to spend an extra night in Johannesburg at my own expense 

As I recall, such incidents are not uncommon. Anand Boolaky, one previous MBC participant to the CIRTEF 
was on one occasion stranded for a week in a country where he should just have been transiting. I would 
therefore be grateful if arrangements can be made with CIRTEF so that the flight schedule is made more simple 
and reliable next time. 

This last request concludes my report . I hope, Sir, that you will find my report to your satisfaction. If I have 
omitted anything that you ned to know please do not hesitate to contact me . 

Yours sincerely, 


l 

MBC Production Department. 




